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Ascension of the Lord 
ñThen he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 

While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 

And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were 

continually in the temple blessing God.ò (Luke 24:50-53) 

 Tucked away in a corner of most ñstained-glassò churches is an ñAscension Win-

dow,ò which usually depicts Jesus floating upward in flowing robes while distraught 

disciples look upward or cover their eyes in fear and anguish.  In one painting of the 

Ascension, by Hans Suess von Kulmbach, we see only Jesusô pierced feet and the 

hem of his robes sticking out from the top of the canvas amidst a cluster of clouds. 

Beneath him the apostles huddle and gaze upward in curiosity and amazement. 

 John Calvin, in reference to the Ascension, said this: ñSince (Christ) entered 

heaven in our flesh, as if in our name, it follows, as the apostle says, that in a sense 

we already sit with God in the heavenly places in him (Christ).ò At the Ascension, 

our humanity, our ñflesh,ò has been ñtakenò (Acts 1:11) by Godôs Beloved One into 

the very heart of God.   

 What could it mean for us that at the Ascension Jesus took all of human life, which 

he cared for so deeply, and brought it ñinto the heavenly places,ò into the very heart 

of God?  To me, it means that God, in Christ, has intentionally chosen to care for, 

value, and hold the creation God so dearly loves; it means that the One, Eternal God, 

in Christ, can and will transform our fragile and broken humanity.  This includes the 

suffering refugee, the abused child or spouse, the victim of war or terror, the lonely 

one in the nursing home, the one who struggles with depression or a lost sense of 

worth and value, those who are sick ï all who are in difficult transitions in life. 

 This ascension of Jesus Christ is profoundly good news!  From glory to suffering 

to glory again is the shape of Jesusô ministry and it is the shape of ours as well. We 

too, are destined for the glory we share now in Christ by faith.  

 Praise God that we are, in a sense, already seated with God in the heavenly places 

with Christ. And that, in spite of our suffering and sinfulness, we are, in all of our 

humanity, held and valued and loved by God, in and through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 Come, celebrate with us in worship! 

 

 In Christ, 
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2019 Confirmation 
 The 2019 Confirmation Journey will 

have their final class on Sunday, May 

5, at 9:45 a.m.  Mentors will join them 

for class. 

 Explorers will meet with the session 

on Tuesday, May 7, at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Middle House for their examination.  

Parents and mentors are invited to 

come at 7:15 p.m. for a reception for 

the explorers. 

 The explorers will be confirmed on 

Sunday, May 12, at the 11:00 a.m.  

service. 

This yearôs explorers are: Zach Horn, 

Will Oplinger, Margaret Rowe, Helena 

Sidebotham, and Jack Schneider. 

PT June Outing 
 The June Prime Timers luncheon 

will be on Wednesday, June 12, at 

11:45 a.m. at Cracker Barrel (1971 

Carl D. Silver Parkway).  We will 

make plans for the 2019-20 Prime 

Timers activities.   

 Please contact Bruce, 373-7057, 

(bharvey@fredericksburgpc.org) 

by June 9. 

Congregational Picnic 
 All members and visitors are invited 

to the Congregational Picnic on      

Sunday, June 9, following the 10:00 

a.m. worship service.  We will plan to 

eat outside and the plan, if it rains, will 

be to gather in the Fellowship Hall.  

The Christian Education committee 

will provide chicken tenders from KFC 

and members are asked to bring salad, 

vegetable, and/or dessert.  Singles and 

couples bring one dish and families 

with 3 or more bring two dishes to 

share.  Beverages will be provided. 

Know Your Neighbor Picnic 
 Our 1st annual picnic for families 

and friends will be on Sunday, June 

23, at the Copleyôs farm at 63     

Springfield Ln, Fredericksburg, 

22405, from 12:00 - 3:00 p.m.  Bring 

a favorite dish to share: side dish, 

chips, desert, fruits or beverage.  You 

may also bring a lawn chair or blanket 

and outdoor games (Frisbee, soccer 

ball, football, etc.) 

 This event will be held rain or 

shine.  If it rains we will meet in the 

Fellowship Hall at Church.  RSVP to 

Bruce, 540-373-7057. 

Golf Tournament 
 All golfers 14 and older are    

invited to play in the Church Golf 

Tournament on Thursday, June 20, 

at 1:00 p.m. at Fredericksburg 

Country Club.  We will play      

captainôs choice.  The cost is $45 

per person.  You may sign-up at the 

table in the Education Building 

Lobby or email Bruce by June 16, 

(bharvey@fredericksburgpc.org).  

For those interested, we will go to 

dinner afterwards. 

SOKS Camp 
 SOKS Camp will be July 15-18, 

from 12:45 ï 3:00 p.m. at Heritage 

Park and Sunshine Park.  We will do 

baseball related activities along with 

other games.  Baseball skills are not 

necessary, just a love for children and a 

willingness to help.  The participating 

children are elementary age.  If you 

want to assist, come by the table in   

the lobby and/or email Jim Toler     

jimtoler4@yahoo.com  

or Bruce Harvey  

bharvey@fredericksburgpc.org.  

Lemonade on the Lawn 
 The summer fellowship time held 

between the two services, known as 

Lemonade on the Lawn, begins on 

June 16.  If you and your family 

would like to help serve lemonade 

to thirsty visitors and members of 

the congregation, you may sign up 

at the table outside the Sanctuary, 

or contact Scott Fischer, 540-899-

6064, (VaNavigator@msn.com.)  

Lemonade on the Lawn will      

continue through Labor Day    

weekend, September 1. 

mailto:bharvey@fredericksburgpc.org
mailto:bharvey@fredericksburgpc.org
mailto:jimtoler4@yahoo.com
mailto:bharvey@fredericksburgpc.org
mailto:VaNavigator@msn.com
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PW Circles & Meetings 
Never Ending Circle - May 4, 
4pm, Maryann Piersallôs, leader, 
Trudy McNatt,  373-2852 

Circle of Joy - May 6, 10am, 
Church Parlor, leader Kathryn 
Hower, 361-7435 

Faith Circle - May 13, 1pm, 
Church Parlor, leaders Patti 
Kerns 786-2861 & Susie Davis 
656-2055 

Friendship Circle - May 14, 
10:30am,  Chancellorôs Village, 
leader Carol Johnson, 639-4700 

Circle of Prayer - May 20, 
12:15pm, Conference Room, 
leader Jeanne Ramsburg,         
710-5891 

PW Coordinating Team meeting 
May 21, 10am, Conference 
Room 

PW News 

2019 PRESBYTERIAN WOMENôS BIRTHDAY LUNCHEON 

Sunday, May 19 

 All of the women of the Congregation are invited to attend the annual PW     

Birthday Luncheon following the second service of worship on Sunday, May 19. 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall for a time to socialize and enjoy a delicious lunch       

prepared by the PW Coordinating Team.  Reservation forms will be in the weekly 

bulletins to help us plan meal amounts. Cost is $5 per person. 

 After lunch we will hear briefly from some of the participants in our churchôs  

recent mission projects. Also as is our custom, envelopes will be available for    

contributions to the 2019 Presbyterian Womenôs Birthday Offering.  Launched in 

1922 to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Womanôs Auxiliary in the Presbyterian 

Church in the United States, the Birthday Offering celebrates Presbyterian womenôs 

history of giving.  Now, the Birthday Offering is an annual tradition and has funded 

more than 200 mission projects that touch the lives of women and children.         

Nationwide, four recipients have been selected to receive funds in 2019.  The four 

organizations chosen are: Presbytery of Charlotte Disaster Response Team,      

Charlotte, NC; Effingham Child Development Center, Effingham, IL; Good Shep-

herd Community Nursing Center, Phelps, KY; and Wings of Refuge Restoration 

Home, Iowa Falls, IA. 

 Questions?  Contact Debbie Leimer, 540-845-0185, (debraleimer@gmail.com) or 

any member of the Coordinating Team. 

Pentecost Offering 
 On Sunday, June 9, we will observe 

the Pentecost Offering.  This PCUSA 

special offering goes to support Youth 

ministry programs at the General    

Assembly level of the denomination 

including Triennium and youth       

advocacy programs.  Forty percent 

stays local.  This year the mission  

committee has decided it will go to 

support School Dressing Days by    

purchasing clothes and supplies for the 

children and youth. 

New Library Book Review 
 ñFrom a butcherôs point of view it 

makes sense that Jesus would take on 

lamb imagery rather than aligning with 

other livestock.  A lamb is the most 

vulnerable animal,ò writes Margaret 

Feinberg after traveling to Dallas to 

visit the ñMeat Apostle.ò  For her  

newest book Taste and See, Feinberg 

flew to the Sea of Galilee, Croatia and 

more to research foods mentioned in 

the Bible.  She states, ñfood plays a 

significant role in helping us taste and 

see Godôs goodness in our lives.ò  Also 

included in her book are delicious  

recipes. 



Middle School  
High School  

@ TPC@ TPC  

May 5 

 Middle School - You wonôt want to miss the Scavenger Hunt, featuring a very special Guest Advisor! 

 High School - Come ready to play all sorts of fun, outdoor games (weather permitting). 

May 12 

 There will be no Youth Fellowship on account of Motherôs Day. Enjoy time with your families as you  

 honor your mothers and other maternal figures in your lives. 

May 19 

 Congratulations to all our graduates!  You wonôt want to miss celebrating our rising 8th graders, saying ñfarewellò  

 to all of our Seniors and, of course, welcoming our rising 6th graders to Youth Fellowship!  

May 26 

 There will be no Youth Fellowship Memorial Day Weekend.  Youth Fellowship will resume in September. 
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In Memoriam 

Annette ñMickeyò Slasman 

1929-2019 

 With gratitude to God, recognizing her years of experience and 

participation as friend to this church since 2016 and as a member 

since February 2019.  We acknowledge Mickeyôs contribution to our 

congregation as a loyal friend of the church and as an active      

member, however briefly.  We were blessed by her gifts of           

enthusiasm, grace and faith.  This picture was omitted in error from 

the new member class published in the April issue of the Newsletter.  

The sympathy, prayers and support of the congregation continues to 

be with her daughter, Dorothy Mondak and all her family. 



John Bailey 
Connie Barnes 
Marjolijn Bijlefeld 
Matt Bohmke 
Kurt Chewning 
Steve Davis 
Erik Fino 

Piper Foresman 
Michael Gloyd 
Vanessa Huffman 
Andrea Ilardia 
Brian Liska 
James Luckett 
Sammy Merrill 

Diane Peterson 
Michelle Porter 
Will Rowe 
Beth Valasko 
Joel Young 

2018-19 Session 

Moderator ï Rev. Allen H. Fisher, Jr., Pastor 
Associate Pastor ï Rev. Brittany Tamminga 
Clerk of Session ï Tamie Pratt-Fartro 

 

Milestones 
Capsule of Concern:  Pete Beattie, 

Mary Ann Casey, Tim Duffy, Wayne 

Hibbeler, Amanda Hild, Diane         

Peterson, Jack Plank, Bob Snow, John 

Walker, Rim Vining,  

Heartfelt Christian love and           

sympathies are extended to 

     Opal Stroup on the death of her   sister, Iris Soscia, 

who died on April 2, 2019; 

     Keren Pritchett and family on the death of her husband, 

Bruce Day, who died on April 3, 2019; 

     Ron Rebman on the death of his wife, Carol, who died 

on April 6, 2019; 

     Betty Joe Morecock on the death of her husband, Bob, 

who died on April 6, 2019; 

     Barry Hall and family on the death of his mother, 

Peggy, who died on April 10, 2019.  
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Elders 

1.  Tracy Mallory 

2.  Rod Hughes, Dee Kindred, Peyton King,  

 Chuck Penick, Gina Whitticar 

3.  Bill Crawley, Josh Noxon, Samuel Rembisz 

4.  Sarah Hancock 

5.  Jack Plank 

6.  Shirley Kutz, Bera Matako 

7.  Allison Wimberly 

8.  Lee Gibbons, Ian Norfleet, Jacob Poudrier 

9.  Anna Carelock, Mary Lou Cramer 

10.  Eva Lewis, Samuel Lewis, Frank Miraglia 

11.  Gordon Nash 

12.  Garrett John 

13.  Katherine Court, David Rice, Anne Tarzier,  

 Morgan Veil, Cole Young 

14.  Ian Duffy, Thomas Ellis, Connie Gibbons,  

 Rebecca Hamlett, Alexis Loder, Jamie Loder 

15.  James Campbell, Mary Wynn McDaniel  

16.  Peg Langdon, Bob Smiley 

17.  Carole Green 

19.  Mike Blashford, Courtney Nix 

20.  Mary MacNemar, Jay Miller, Phil Miller, Ryan Sweet 

22.  Joyce Nichols, Pat Parkinson 

23.  Diane Makovsky, Charles McDaniel, Tim Sullivan 

24.  John Fartro, Jane Johnson, Becca Mahon 

25.  Gale Kehoe 

26.  Allison Brooks, David Johnson, Jerry Zekert 

27.  Alex Fino, Grace Fino, Joe LeFebre,  

 Karoline Rheborg 

28.  Lynn Hamb, Charlie McDaniel, Lynne Rawlings,  

 Will Toler 

29.  Sheila Baker, Mary Szymanski, Jacob Veil 

30.  Nancy Nash, Abe Rowe 

31.  Matt Bohmke, Jim Gaines 

Honoring Graduates 
 Is someone you know graduating from high school,   

college, or completing a postgraduate degree this year? 

Are you? CJ Forsing will be gathering information in the 

next few weeks so that we can acknowledge those 

achievements.  For high school students, please share the 

high school from which they are graduating and a photo. 

For college and postgraduate students, please share the 

school from which they are graduating.   

Please have this information to CJ in the  

church office no later than May 13, 

(cjforsing@fredericksburgpc.org). 

Thank you! 


